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                             AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS
                             School of Applied Economics and Social Sciences
                             Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development


Please note that only the following courses are available in the English language
COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Environmental Economics
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	3701
	Semester #    
	5

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Prof. Athanasios Kampas,  HYPERLINK "mailto:"  tkampas@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. 1. Micro-economics
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	The course’s objective is twofold, First, to address how environmental policy is assessed and to discuss the issue of instrument choice (policy measures for environmental protection); and second, to introduce the issue of rational resource management.

	


COURSE CONTENTS

	
	
	Total Hrs

	
	The concept of externality
	
	

	
	Government intervention and policy objectives 
	
	

	
	Optimal level of environmental protection
	
	

	
	First best policy measures for environmental protection
	
	

	
	Second best policy measures for environmental protection
	
	

	
	Introduction to environmental valuation
	
	

	
	Measuring Resource scarcity
	
	

	
	Economic interpretation of sustainable development
	
	

	
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	20
	
	
	Written exam
	25%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	25%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	20
	
	
	Personal assignments
	25%

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	25%

	TOTAL Hours:
	40
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	1. Hanley N., Shogren J. and White B. 1997. Environmental Economics: In Theory and Practice. MacMillan, London

	
	2. Perman R., Ma Y. and McGilvrav J. 1997. Natural Resource and Environmental Economics. Longman, Harlow.

	NOTES
	

	
	


COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Rural Sociology
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	X

	Course Code:
	630
	Semester #    
	4

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Dr. Pavlis, Associate Professor, epavlis@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	To teach the characteristics of rural society, rural landscape and rural culture, with an emphasis on rural transformation and sustainable rural development

	


COURSE CONTENTS

	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Introduction  
	
	3

	2.
	From the early sociological and geographical traditions to the new rural studies
	
	6

	3.
	Defining ‘rurality’ and the ‘rural idyll’
	
	3

	4.
	Agricultural transformation and the changing rural economy
	
	6

	5.
	The rural landscape
	
	6

	6.
	Demographic changes in the countryside-Issues of employment, poverty, deprivation and exclusion
	
	3

	7.
	Multifunctionality and sustainable rural development
	
	6

	8.
	Students presentations 
	
	3

	
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	36
	
	
	Written exam
	100%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	
	
	
	Personal assignments
	

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	36
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Woods, M. (2011) Rural Geography: processes, responses, and experiences of rural restructuring, Sage Publications

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the teacher.

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.


COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM
	Title:
	AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	960
	Semester #    
	9

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Professor Alex Koutsouris
	Spring Term
	

	Contact Details:
	koutsouris@aua.gr
	
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. None
	
	

	COURSE GOALS

	Τhe lesson aims at the familiarization of students with the concepts, methodologies and practice of the diffusion of innovations (knowledge and know-how) in agriculture (Agricultural Extension). 

By successfully completing the course students will be able to:

· Describe, distinguish and explain the fundamental concepts, theories/approaches and (communication) methodologies of Agricultural Extension.

· Select and justify the appropriate (communication) techniques and aides which under certain circumstances will secure the success of a given Agricultural Extension programme.

· Develop appropriate (short- and medium-term) objectives, the (work) plan and the evaluation of an Agricultural Extension programme. 

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Systems and philosophy of Agricultural Extension
	
	6

	2.
	Factors and prerequisites for the success of Agr. Extension 
	
	6

	3.
	Worldwide evolution and trends of Agr. Extension
	
	6

	4.
	Adoption and diffusion of innovations: Rogers’ model
	
	6

	5.
	Adoption and diffusion of innovations: the Farming Systems approach
	
	8

	6.
	The Agr. Extension programme
	
	8

	7.
	Communication for Agr. Extension (communication for innovation)
	
	6

	8.
	Evaluation in Agr. Extension
	
	6


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	16
	
	
	Personal assignments
	100%

	 Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Swanson, B. (1984) Agricultural Extension: A reference manual. Rome: FAO.

	
	Leeuwis, C. (2004) Communication for Rural Innovation, Blackwell Publishing, Oxford, UK.

	
	Van den Ban A. & Hawkins, A. (1988) Agricultural Extension. Harlow: Longman.

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.



COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Microeconomics Ι
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTS Credits:
	5
	Elective   
	..

	Course Code:
	3590
	Semester   
	3

	Lecturer:
	Assistant Professor Vassilopoulos Achilleas 
	Autumn Term
	X

	Contact Details:
	avas@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	..

	PREREQUISITES (if any)
	
	Course Code

	1. Introduction to economic theory
	
	

	2. Calculus
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	This course analyzes consumers’ and producers’ decision making behavior and the effects of their decisions on product markets. Special emphasis is given to the production and consumption of food and agricultural products. 
The basic aim of the course is to provide students the appropriate knowledge and tools of analysis for solving microeconomic problems.

Upon completion of this course, students will κnow the consumers’ and producers’ decision making process and the underlying assumptions concerning the behavior of these economic units. Students will also understand how consumers’, producers’ as well as governments’ decisions affect the product markets and will be able to use economic models in solving microeconomic problems and design policy measures that are in line with the level of the course.

	

	COURSE CONTENTS
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	The Demand-Supply model
	
	10

	2.
	The Theory of Consumer Behavior 
	
	18

	3.
	The theory of Production and cost
	
	8


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	36
	
	
	Written exam
	100

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	
	
	
	Personal assignments
	0

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	36
	
	
	TOTAL:
	100


	SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	«Microeconomics», David Besanko, Ronald R. Braeutigam

	
	

	NOTES
	


COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Policies for the Protection of Rural Environment
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTS Credits:
	5
	Elective   
	..

	Course Code:
	705
	Semester   
	9

	Lecturer:
	Associate Professor George Vlahos
	Autumn Term
	X

	Contact Details:
	gvlahos@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	..


	PREREQUISITES (if any)
	
	Course Code

	1. Management and Protection of rural environment
	
	2920

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	The course has as its main aim the comprehension of the principles, objectives, the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation procedures as well as students’ acquaintance with institutions, mechanisms and instruments for policy making for the management and protection of the environment in the rural space. 

Other objectives of the course include the familiarisation of students with the varying definitions of the notion for the environment, the distinction between ecological and environmental problems, the evolution of approaches towards environment and nature across the ages and among the different political, social and cultural strands of thought and worldviews. 

Finally, through the integration of environmental care within the rural policy framework, students form an all encompassing idea of institutions, regulations, measures and incentives through which public, private and social actors, intervene in favour of the natural and human environment in the rural space.

Upon successful completion of the course the students should be able to :  

· understand  the principles, objectives, planning as well as implementation, monitoring and evaluation procedures of institutions, mechanisms and instruments for policy making;
· identify, describe, analyse and evaluate policy measures as well as 

· assess their environmental impacts; 

· combine and synthesize data of different origin (economic, social, environmental) promoting synthetic approaches of a interdisciplinary character; 
· contribute a concrete agri’environmental dimension of the analysis, synthesis and understanding in interdisciplinary teams evaluating environmental impacts of policy measures;

· co-ordinate interdisciplinary teams evaluating the effectiveness and environmental impacts of agricultural and rural development policy measures;
· evaluate, using multiple criteria, included in the scope  and are related to course objectives in order to select among proposed solutions; 
finally, to support decision making of individuals and/or collectivities in complex problems of environmental integration in proposals and initiatives of environmental management and protection.

	


	COURSE CONTENTS
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	The course is articulated in two interdependent modules 

· 
	
	..

	2.
	Module 1: EU environmental policy aspects
· Basic notions and principles of the European environmental protection legislation.
· European and national environmental policy. Principles, sectors, arrangements related to the management and protection of the rural space.

	
	..

	3.
	Module 2:  Common Agricultural Policy and environmental protection

· Socio-economic constraints and opportunities for the integration of environmental concerns in the CAP
· Less favoured areas: Institutional, regulatory aspects, eco-geographical references, socioeconomic characteristics.
· Low intensity farming systems in Europe and Greece. Agricultural production systems in High Nature Value Areas. High Nature Value farming systems
· A review of the incorporation of environmental care within the CAP: the foundation, consecutive reforms.

· The integration of environmental dimensions in the two CAP Pillars, with a special reference to Rural Development Policy Measures.
· Prospects for the European and Greek countryside from the synergies achieved between  agrienvironmental and environmental policy measures.
	
	..


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	52 h  
	
	
	Written exam
	..%

	Seminar
	25 h
	
	
	Orals
	..%

	
	12 h
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	36 h
	
	
	Personal assignments
	60%

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	40%

	TOTAL Hours:
	
	
	
	TOTAL:
	100%


	SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Journals  

Land Use Policy

Environmental Science and Policy
Ecological Economics

Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy

Environmental Policy and Governance




COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Introduction to Economic Theory
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTS Credits:
	5
	Elective   
	..

	Course Code:
	3475
	Semester   
	1

	Lecturer:
	Professor Pavlos Karanikolas
	Autumn Term
	

	Contact Details:
	pkaranik@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	X


	PREREQUISITES (if any)
	
	Course Code

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	To introduce students to economics, from a ‘pluralist’ point of view, i.e. teaching basic concepts of neoclassical theory as well as some alternative approaches, such as institutional and post-keynesian.

	

	COURSE CONTENTS
Total Hrs
1.

Introduction 
2.

Economics as a Science
3.

Individuals and Households 
4.

Consumption
5.

Firms

6.

Markets 

7.

The State 

7.

Public Goods and Commons


	
	Total Hrs


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	..
	
	
	Written exam
	100%

	Seminar
	..
	
	
	Orals
	..%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	X
	
	
	Personal assignments
	..%

	 Laboratory
	..
	
	
	Group assignments
	..%

	TOTAL Hours:
	..
	
	
	TOTAL:
	100%


	SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	1. van Staveren I. (2015): ‘Economics After the Crisis. An Introduction to Economics from a Pluralist and Global Perspective’, Routledge, New York.

2. Hill R. and T. Myatt (2010): ‘The Economics Anti-Textbook’, Zed Books, London & New York.

	
	

	NOTES
	

	
	


COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM
	Title:
	DIDACTICS/ AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	X

	Course Code:
	3615
	Semester #    
	6

	
	
	Autumn Term
	

	Lecturer:
	Professor Alex Koutsouris
	Spring Term
	X

	Contact Details:
	koutsouris@aua.gr
	
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. None
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	This is an introductory course in the main concepts, methodologies and practices of didactics with emphasis on vocational/occupational education and esp. agricultural education

By successfully completing the course students will be able to:

· Describe, distinguish and explain the fundamental concepts, theories and methodologies of general and technical education and training

· Select and justify the appropriate strategies and teaching forms/techniques, and teaching aids which, under certain circumstances, will secure the success of the teaching intervention/event.

· Develop appropriate teaching/learning objectives, teaching plan and evaluation method within a given curriculum. 

· Evaluate a teaching intervention/event. 

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Education – Agricultural Education: concepts, aims and content (general education/ technical-occupational education/ training)
	
	6

	2.
	Analysis of training needs – job analysis
	
	6

	3.
	Teaching and learning: conceptual boundaries of terms and processes; features, relationships and differentiations; teaching and learning principles and theories
	
	6

	4.
	Aims and objectives: setting aims and objectives; objectives (formulation, taxonomies, usefulness)
	
	8

	5.
	Organization and conduct of teaching: methodological principles and strategies; teaching methods
	
	6

	6.
	Contemporary teaching models: models of active, passive, individualistic, collaborative-participative learning; models developing critical and constructive thinking, meta-cognitive skills and democratic processes in the classroom
	
	8

	7.
	Designing teaching: role and prerequisites of the teaching plan; the design of the hourly teaching plan
	
	6

	8.
	Education evaluation: definition and role of evaluation; the evaluation of students (criteria-subjective and objective tests); programme evaluation
	
	6


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	16
	
	
	Personal assignments
	20%

	 Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	80%

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Talbert, B. A., Vaughn, R., Croom D. B. & J. S. Lee (2007) Foundations of Agricultural Education, Danville, ILL., PEP Books.

	
	Koutsouris, A. (1990) An Evaluation of Aspects of a Training Programme for Entrance to Farming in Ireland, MSc thesis, UCD.

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.





COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Management and Protection of Rural Environment
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	χ

	ECTS Credits:
	5
	Elective   
	..

	Course Code:
	2920
	Semester   
	4

	Lecturer:
	Associate Professor George Vlahos
	Autumn Term
	..

	Contact Details:
	gvlahos@aua.gr
	Spring Term
	χ


	PREREQUISITES (if any)
	
	Course Code

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	The course is aiming at the comprehension of the mechanisms through which agricultural activities exert pressures on natural resources. A further objective is to familiarize students with the concept of agro-ecosystems as well as the recognition and assessment of their multiple services (economic, social and environmental). Finally, through the analysis of organic farming, to achieve a synthetic and objective view of the relationship between agriculture and the environment. 

Upon successful completion of the course students should be able to:

· distinguish and evaluate specific management practices and assess their environmental impacts;

· combine and synthesize data of different origin (economic, social, environmental);

· contribute to interdisciplinary teams evaluating environmental aspects of projects and activities;

· co-ordinate interdisciplinary teams when the project/activity assessed is directly related to agroecosystems;

· evaluate using multiple criteria and select among proposed solutions

· support individual or collective decision making in complex problems.

	


	COURSE CONTENTS
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	The course is articulated in three modules:

Module 1: Environmental problems created by the intensification of agricultural production processes.

Intensification of the agricultural production process consisted essentially of an increase in use of plant protection substances and fertilizers, expansion of irrigated area, as well as increased production of residues mainly from livestock. These in turn resulted in higher risks of soil and water pollution, creating thus the need to recognize their importance as well as identify means appropriate for their control. 
Within this module, the consequences of pollution, its sources, the related phenomena, the responsibilities of agriculture as well as the possible solutions are going to be presented. 
	
	..

	2.
	Module 2 : Management of the rural space

In parallel with the above-mentioned intensification process, agricultural land is abandoned, agricultural areas are cultivated in a less intensive manner, creating thus the need for a sound management of marginal agricultural areas and natural assets, hence for locally adapted farming practices. 

This module draws from agronomic and ecological knowledge. The functions of ecosystems (especially agroecosystems) and the importance of biodiversity are going to be analysed.  In addition, the possibility of implementation of management plans and farming practices responding to specific environmental management objectives,  is going to be examined. 
	
	..

	3.
	Module 3 : Organic agriculture 

Organic agriculture is rapidly developed and the number of organic farms is steadily growing. The objective of this module is to give students the knowledge necessary to allow them analyse technical, economic and social prerequisites for adoption as well as opportunities and constraints for the development of organic farming. 
	
	..


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Activity
	Work Load
	
	
	Written exam
	..%

	Lectures (direct)
	39 h  
	
	
	Orals
	..%

	Workshops
	18 h 
	
	
	
	

	Literature study & analysis, composition of a report
	25 h
	
	
	Personal assignments
	60%

	Interactive lectures
	12 h
	
	
	Group assignments
	40%

	Individual study
	36 h
	
	
	TOTAL:
	100 %


	SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Odum, E.P. (1997) Ecology and our endangered Life -Support systems. Sinauer, Sunderland Massachusets
Altieri Miguel A.,& C. Nichols. (2005) , Agroecology and the search for a truly Sustainable Agriculture, UNEP.

    Journals:
Ecological Indicators

Environmental Science and Policy

Journal of Environmental Management

	
	

	NOTES
	

	
	


COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	CO-OPERATIVE ECONOMICS
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective
	X

	Course Code:
	1570
	Semester #
	7

	
	
	Autumn Term
	

	Lecturer:
	Dr. Yiorgos Alexopoulos
	Spring Term
	X

	Contact Details:
	galexop@aua.gr
	
	


	Prerequisites
	
	Course Code

	1. None
	
	

	COURSE GOALS

	Τhe lesson aims at the familiarization of students with the cooperative as an institution as well as with the principles, values, philosophy and practical application of cooperatives and collective forms of entrepreneurship in rural areas. 
By successfully completing the course students will be able to:

· Describe, distinguish and explain the fundamental concepts of cooperatives, 

· Explain and employ theories/approaches and methodologies used to analyse and assess the collective forms of entrepreneurship in rural areas. 
· Assess and explain the multiple roles of cooperatives in modern agriculture and agri-food value chains as well as in rural development.

· Understand and define the development phases (and course) of a cooperative and distinguish the critical parameters that differentiate cooperatives from conventional enterprises in rural areas.

· Describe and suggest national and EU policies to promote cooperatives and social economy enterprises; and

· Explain the role of social finance in developing cooperative solutions in rural areas. 

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Content and forms of co-operatives
	
	6

	2.
	The framework of cooperative development
	
	6

	3.
	Cooperatives in a national and EU/international context
	
	6

	4.
	Structure and activities of cooperatives
	
	6

	5.
	Cooperative legislation (comparative analysis) 
	
	6

	6.
	Cooperative Management 
	
	6

	7.
	New forms of cooperation/cooperatives in rural areas and new generation cooperatives
	
	8

	8.
	Financing cooperative and collective forms of entrepreneurship in rural areas (Social Finance)
	
	8


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	50%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	16
	
	
	Personal assignments
	50%

	Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	S. Gogio & Y. Alexopoulos (2012) Financial co-operatives and sustainable local development, Routledge, UK

	
	Peter Davis (1999) Managing the cooperative difference, ILO – cooperative branch, Geneva

	
	Edgar Parnell (1995) Reinventing the Co-operative. Enterprises for the 21st century, Plunkett Foundation. Oxford, UK

Selected articles from Journals:

Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291467-8292
Journal of Entrepreneurship and Organisational Diversity  http://www.jeodonline.com/
Journal of Rural Cooperation http://departments.agri.huji.ac.il/econocen/en/jrc.htm
International Journal of Cooperative Management http://www.newharmonypress.coop/

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer.

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.


75 Iera Odos, 118 55 Athens, GREECE                                                                                       ERASMUS+ Departmental Coordinator: 
Ass. Professor Elias Giannakis

